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High-Speed Aircraft. 

. “The Inspection of Materials,” Lecture by 
Mr. L. W. Johnson, before R.Ae.S. and 
Inst.Ae.E. 

. “ Flying and Maintenance from the Owner’s 
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. “Recent Work on the Autogiro,” Lecture 
by Senr. J. de la Cierva, before R.Ae.S. 
and Inst.Ae.E. 

. ““The Development of Materials for Air- 
craft Purposes,” Lecture by Dr. W. Rosen- 
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Lecture, by Gp.-Capt. C. L. Courtney, 
before Royal United Service Inst. 





NOVEMBER 15, 1929 


Weekly, Price 6d. 
Post free, 7d. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


UNICIPAL airports is a subject well to 
the fore at the present moment. In 
last week’s issue, we gave a very full 
report of the papers read at the Airport 
Conference, held on November 5, and 
from this report, even those not present 
at the Conference will have been able 
to follow quite closely all that was said. 

In our correspondence columns this week, we publish 
a letter from the Borough Engineer and Surveyor of 
Blackpool, Mr. Francis Wood, on the subject of 
airports. As Blackpool was the first local authority 
to obtain powers and to secure land 
for a municipal airport, and as Mr. 
Wood, in his capacity of engineer and 
surveyor to the borough can naturally be assumed 
to have been in the closest possible touch with the 
details of the arrangements, his remarks must be read 
with respect. 

Concerning the Airport Conference, Mr. Wood 
states in his letter this week, that it might have 
been better if a few representatives of local authorities 
had been asked to express their views and indicate 
why there was a lack of enthusiasm, so that the 
aviation people might learn something of the difficul 
ties with which local authorities have to contend. 
There is a good deal to be said for this, but on the 
other hand, those responsible for the organisation of 
the Conference may reasonably be assumed to have 
taken the view that the representatives of local 
authorities were desirous of learning as much as 
possible about the lay-out and running of an airport, 
so as to be able to go home with a clearer idea of 
what is required of an airport, and then, after mature 
deliberation decide, each in their individual case, 
whether or not the municipality in question is con- 
sidered justified in taking the necessary steps to 
establish an airport in their locality. 

That it is equally necessary for the aviation world 
to appreciate the difficulties of the local authorities 
may readily be granted, and it would seem that the 
time available at the Conference was not really 
adequate for a thorough ventilation of the subject. 
Mr. Wood, in his letter this week, gives a good deal 
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